
HA-1095 
LAWDER-WILLIS HOUSE 
Havre de Grace, Md. 

c. 1901 

This stylish four bay frame, double house with a Mansard roof was 
built with lumber from a house that stood on the southeast corner of S. 
Union Ave. and Congress Ave., where the Methodist Church is today. Architec
turally the house is interesting as a vernacular blend of Second Empire 
Queen Anne and Stick Style. The mansard roof is reminiscent of the 
Empire style; the dormers, the Stick style and the different building materials 
show the influence of the Queen Anne style. 
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DESCRIPTION HA-1095 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

450 and 452 Congress Avenue is a detached double house located between Lodge 
Alley on the east and a stone church on the west. The house, two stories with a 
Mansard roof on an above-grade basement, has a four-bay facade facing north. A 
two-story addition on the rear with a one-story addition attached to it gives the 
structure a T-shape plan. Narrow weather boards cover the house, which is painted 
white with green trim. Separating the first and second stories is a wide band of 
imbricated shingles similar in design to those that cover the roof and dormer windows. 
The dwelling is built of lumber from a house that stood where the Methodist Church 
on S. Union Avenue stands now. 

A four-bay verandah with a tin, hip roof covers most of the first floor facade 
(north elevation). The porch roof, supported by slender chamfered and turned posts, 
has a bracketed cornice; between the brackets is a band of open spindle work sup
ported in turn by scroll work members. 

Windows are spaced uniformly on the facade and Mansard. The two large first 
floor facade windows have one-over-one light, double sash and louvered shutters. 
On the second floor, the windows are smaller than those on the first and have six-
over-six lights. Each of the second floor windows is located directly beneath a pair of 
scrolled brackets. The brackets are located on a fascia board which has an alter
nating design of raised circles and small rectangular panels. The panels are located 
directly above the windows and thus serve to emphasize them. 

The roof dormers have pedimented gables, curved enframements, and stick style 
horizontal and vertical crosspieces within the gables. The windows contain four-
over-four light double-hung sash. The gables are covered with the same shingles as 
the main roof. The rear (south elevation) dormers are not pedimented. A two-story 
bay joins the house in the middle of the east and west elevations. The bay has most 
of the same detail as the rest of the house: bracketed cornice, broad band of im
bricated shingles between the first and second floor, and one-over-one windows with 
louvered shutters, and windows being narrower than those on the facade. The raised 
circles in the fascia board are not repeated although the rectangular panels and 
bracket placements are. 

The entrance doors are contained in the two central bays of the facade. They 
are three-panel doors consisting of one glass panel in the upper half and two panels 
with deep molding in the lower half. 

The main block has a Mansard roof with wood shingles, painted green, and a 
deeply molded bracketed cornice with a wide overhang. The cornice extends across 
the facade and follows the line of the roof along the flanks including the bays and 
across the rear. On the two-story wing is an asphalt covered gable roof with the 
ridge running north to south; the one-story wing attached to it has a sloping shed 
roof of tin with asphalt shingles on the lower slope. 

(continued) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This stylish 4-bay frame, double house with a Mansard roof was built in 1901 
with lumber from a house that stood on the southeast corner of S. Union Avenue 
and Congress Avenue, where the Methodist Church is today. Architecturally the 
house is interesting as a vanacular blend of Second Empire, Queen Anne and Stick 
Style. The Mansard roof is reminiscent of the Empire Style, the dormers, the 
Stick Style and the different building materials show the influence of the Queen 
Anne style. 

For community planning the house is a very important architectural element 
in the 400 block of Congress Avenue forming a visual connection with the Silver-
stein Mansion to the east of it, the granite Methodist Church on the west and the 
Cobourn House across the street. Congress Avenue is important to the history of 
the town for several reasons. After the town was laid out c. 1781 by Robert 
Young Stokes, Congress Avenue was chosen as the site of the market place and the 
Episcopal Church was financed by lottery in 1809. The Hauducoeur map shows the 
Avenues, Congress and Union, to be 132' wide while the other streets are 70* wide. 
Recently the city has put in a mini-park overlooking the Susquehanna River at the 
east and the Chesapeake Bay at the foot of Congress Street, two blocks from the 
property discussed. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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HA-101S 

HA-1095 LAWDER-WILLIS HOUSE Description (Cont'd) 

The one-story shed addition on the rear illustrates the fact that 
the house is built of old materials. It has three-over-six light, 
pegged, double-hung windows and a vertical board door with iron strap 
hinge. 

Two brick chimneys rise from inside the rear wall, main block. 

On the interior the two houses have identical floor plans consisting 
of side hall with stairs at the end and two rooms opening off of it. Be
hind the two main rooms, in the addition, are the kitchen with shed behind 
it. The staircase located on the inside wall has turned balusters and 
a square carved oak newel post. The interior of #450 has been altered 
while #452 retains many of its original features including a slate fire-
mantle with marble finish , round-arched opening and cartouche on the 
south wall of the dining room and sliding double doors in both the living 
room doorways. 

The land around the house is well-planted with shrubs and trees on 
the front and sides and gardens to the rear. There are no outbuildings. 
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